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DriveNow expands further after two successful years in Vienna 
 

 Over 70,000 customers in two years 

 Current expansion takes the DriveNow fleet to 500 vehicles 

 Business area increases to over 100 square kilometers  

 

Munich/Vienna, October 12, 2016 – DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW 

Group and SIXT SE, is taking stock two years after launching in Vienna. On October 17, 

2014, the carsharing company rolled out 400 vehicles across an 81 km2 business area in the 

city on the Daube. Nowadays, DriveNow has over 70,000 customers in Vienna. Every day, 

several thousand Viennese residents use the BMW and MINI models of the carsharer, which 

have now become a common sight on the streets of the Austrian capital. 

 

“The rapid rise in customers and trips in the past couple of years in Vienna shows that the 

flexible DriveNow mobility concept has struck a chord with local residents,” says Managing 

Director Robert Kahr. “Our vehicles are now rented six to seven times a day on average, and 

this represents a substantial rise in capacity utilization within the last year.” In response to 

this, DriveNow is extending its Viennese fleet to 500 vehicles – 25 percent more than at the 

launch two years ago. The new arrivals include the new BMW X1, complementing the BMW 

1 Series, BMW 2 Series Active Tourer, BMW i3, MINI 3 and 5 door, MINI Convertible and 

MINI Clubman. 

 

Expansion of the business area 

The carsharer’s business area will also be extended from today. In the eleventh district, parts 

of Simmering and Erdberg are being added, creating an extended business area measuring 

over 100 square kilometers in size. “We are constantly monitoring the mobility requirements 

of our customers across Vienna,” explains Robert Kahr. “We have identified particularly high 

potential in Simmering and Erdberg and have opted to extend the business area by five 

square kilometers here.” This move is also complemented by a new so-called “satellite” – an 

isolated additional business area – in Florisdorf. From now on, employees of an international 

group will be able to use DriveNow as an additional mobility solution for business trips from 

here, including to the airport.  
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Interest in electric vehicles remains high 

In December of last year, DriveNow introduced 20 fully electric BMW i3s to the fleet. “Electric 

vehicles are ideal for free floating carsharing as the average trip length is ten to 15 

kilometers,” explains Kahr. “We consciously decided to add electric vehicles to our fleet in an 

effort to offer customers an emission-free alternative. As a result, we have already been able 

to familiarize thousands of residents with electromobility and raise awareness of the topic.” 

With every BMW i3 making around five to six trips per day, Kahr says that the electric 

vehicles are used almost as much as the models with conventional combustion engines. An 

increasing number of customers are even initiating the charging procedure themselves, 

though the insufficient charging infrastructure in Vienna still means that DriveNow has to 

organize the majority of charging procedures itself. “We are hoping that the city council will 

rapidly increase the number of publicly accessible charging columns, allowing us to raise the 

proportion of electric vehicles in the fleet further,” adds Kahr. 

 

DriveNow reduces traffic in Vienna 

A recent study by Vienna City Council proves that DriveNow not only contributes to reducing 

emissions with its service but also brings about other beneficial effects. According to the 

study, every carsharing vehicle already replaces five private vehicles – resulting in a 

reduction of almost two and a half thousand private cars due to DriveNow in Vienna alone. 

This serves to free up parking spaces and reduce the volume of traffic driving around looking 

for spaces. In addition, carsharing is commonly used to complement public transport and 

bridge gaps in availability and infrastructure within the public network – 72 percent of 

DriveNow customers own a pass for local public transport. For simple access to the available 

mobility options, customers can use the WienMobil card to take public transport in the city as 

well as open the cars in the soon to be 500-strong DriveNow fleet in Vienna. 

 

Overall, DriveNow offers some 700,000 customers access to over 4,700 vehicles in ten cities 

across Europe. On October 19, DriveNow is launching in Milan, Italy. 

 

Further information is available at www.drive-now.com as well as pictures at https://at.drive-

now.com/#!/presse/bilder.  
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About DriveNow: 

DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW Group and Sixt SE, is available in various 

European cities and offers a range of high-quality premium vehicles of the BMW and MINI brands to 

rent, based on the free-floating principle. The vehicles can be hired and returned independent of 

location within a defined business area. More than 700,000 registered customers find and reserve 

vehicles using the DriveNow App or website, and are able to use the service across multiple cities. 

DriveNow operates a fleet of over 4,700 vehicles in Munich, Berlin, Düsseldorf, Cologne, Hamburg, 

Vienna, London, Copenhagen, Stockholm and Brussels. Around 20 percent of these are electric BMW 

i3 models. Several studies have proven that one DriveNow vehicle replaces at least three private cars. 

DriveNow therefore contributes to easing the traffic situation in cities. 

 

Press contact:  

DriveNow GmbH & Co. KG Michael Fischer    Aurika von Nauman 

Seidlstraße 26   T: +49 89 / 515 63 72 172   T: +49 89 / 5156 372 170  

D-80335 München  M: +49 173 / 2 34 59 97   M: +49 174 / 24 16 826 

 

http://blog.drive-now.at/ 

www.facebook.com/DriveNow.Austria 

www.twitter.com/Drive_Now_Austria 

  

 

 

 


